gnok

T TTEY
v *HE3
RIS ICEY, nMD DuoCHIERIVY Dala

District 4 6 Tex2




®

Texm=237
Page 1

HAR S
T J0A

:yﬁ‘ Y.

BEN ROBERTS HOME
San Augustine, Sen augustine County, Texas

Owner  Frank Youngblood

Date of LErection About 1830

Architect Unknown

Builder Judge B. @. Cullen

Present Condition Good

Numbsr of Stories  Ume story

Other Existing Hecords  Unknown

Materilals of Consiruction Frame- Greek Colonial=Dorice Columns

Ball room in the attic.

additional Data  Sold by Cullen %o Mr. J. M, dudry and after the eivil

wer o Benjamin J. Robertse Elisha Roberts was the father of Ben Roberts.
4n interesting story is told of Elisha Roberts' coming to this country.

It is suid thit he first ceme sbout 1825 or 18283 on the trail of & runawsay
slave whnose wife had been carried Lo Central Texas by another master and

who follewed her. On his way, @&Hr. Hoberts remarked the beauty of the

spot and resclved that he would onc day meke his home theres. & short time
&fterward the negro ren away &goin on & similsr errsnd, and bir. Hoberts
follewing him, found & squatter cccupying the spot. Hesitating no longer,
he bought out his"improvements" and, going back for his femily, moved in

end took possessione. He was a remarkable man, endowed with rare common
sense, & man to whom his friends and neighbors looked for council =nd advice.
He wzs one of the committee of sixteen who selected the location of the town
and also one of the incor:orators of the University of San auvgustine, He
died in 18544.

aApparently, the owner determined thet his home would follow the prevailing
mode ¢lassic or rnothing. 7The result is a Greek Revival geosture that however
heavy it may look in & photograph, is actually not without intercst. The
interiors are good und the housc is Tilled with rare old furniture. The

back of lhe lovely Hepplewhite dining room cheir seen in the photogrszpb is

an example. The place was bullt by cultured psople of eans and has zlways
remeined in the best of hands. Prior to the war betwoen the states und later,
it wss the scene of lavish entertainment and the social life of & century
passed through its rooms,
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